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I. Basis of the report 


1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 

the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

P a S es 1-23 , as originally filed 

P a S es , filed with the demand 

P a 6 es , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

P a S es , 1^0 , as originally filed 

P a S es , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

P a S es „ , filed with the demand 

pages . , filed with the letter of 

the drawings: 

pages 1/5-5/5 , as originally filed 

P a 8 es . , filed with the demand 

pages - , filed with the letter of 

[ I the sequence listing part of the description: 

P ages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages , 

□ the claims, Nos. 


□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig . 


5 EH ™ S rep0ft haS been estabIished if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 


1-20 


1-20 


1-20 


YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 


2. Citations and explanations 

1. Claim 1 

1.1. Closest prior art 


Document US-A-5 845 564, which also relates to the 
treatment of unmilled plant material , is considered the 
closest prior art . 


1.2. Difference 


The method according to claim 1 differs from that of Dl by 
virtue of the fact that the method of claim 1 includes the 
step of pre-wetting the plant material via the addition of 
a volume of water prior to the resting phase. 

This difference results in moisture penetrating the grain, 
thereby dilating the micropores and creating channels for 
swift ozone exchange and penetration inside the grain. 


1.3. Ob j ec tive problem 


Devising a method for treating plant material that 
provides a number of physical and chemical properties to 
the flour products resulting from the milling of said 
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plant material in order to enhance the quality of pastry 
prepared with said flour products while reducing 
production costs. 

None of the available prior art documents describes such a 
solution. 

Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 can be considered 
novel and inventive (PCT Article 33(1) -(3)). 

1.4. Industrial applicability 

Industrial applicability is obvious (PCT Article 33(4)). 
2. Claim 18 

Claim 18 is directed to the flour products obtained with 
the method according to claim 17. Said method confers to 
said products certain properties, in particular the 
maltose concentration, which differ from the other types 
of flour known from the prior art (cf. the applicant's 
letter dated 7 December 2 0 04) , said properties enhancing 
the quality of pastry produced with said flour products 
while reducing the production costs thereof. 

None of the available prior art documents describes such a 
solution. 

The subject matter of claim 18 can therefore be considered 
novel and inventive (PCT Article 33(1) -(3)) . 

Industrial applicability is obvious (PCT Article 33(4)). 
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